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di Cattaro, belonged to him ; but Skodra itself, which
had been regarded by his predecessors as their capital
since  the decline of   Dioclea,  was  still  under the
Venetian sway.    He accordingly fortified Zabljak, at
present a town of one thousand inhabitants, not far
from the north-east shore of the Lake of Skodra, and
made it his capital.    His reign was at first an almost
continuous struggle with the Turks.    M. Vaclik, the
late secretary of the Prince and an excellent authority
on Montenegrin history, estimated that in the twelve
years between  1424 and 1436 there were no fewer
than sixty-three battles with, and sixty-three victories
over, the Ottoman armies.    Foreseeing the dangers of
a Turkish invasion, the u Black Prince " came to terms
with Venice, and on the island of Vranina, in the
Lake of Skodra, a solemn league and convention was
signed.   The Republic promised to pay him a subsidy
such as she had paid to the Balshas, and he agreed to
assist her in time of war.    As soon as he found that
the Turks were too much occupied with their enemies
in Asia Minor, Servia, and Albania, to farther molest
him in his own country, he joined his forces to that
of his relative, George Castriotes, or Skanderbeg, who
had headed the Albanian tribes against the Ottoman
invaders.    Skanderbeg is the most remarkable name
in the records of Albania. Round his heroic figure all
the legendary glories of that strange and incompre-
hensible race centre.    As a boy of nine years of age,
he was brought to the court of Murad II., who had
him educated in the faith of Islam, loaded him with
favours, and gave him the command of a troop of
horse with the title of Bey.    It was from this title,